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TAGS: MILIKESOUR 

SUBJECT: REPORTED WITHDRAWALS OF SOVIET PERSONNEL 
AND DEPENDENTS FROM SOMALIA 

1 . IN COURSE OF CALL AT FOREIGN MINISTRY TODAY ON OTHER 
BUSINESS, FOREIGN MINISTER WAIYAKI ASKED WHETHER I COULD 
CONFIRM AND INTERPRET REPORTS THAT SUBSTANTIAL NUMBERS 
OF SOVIET DEPENDENTS AND TECHNICIANS ARE LEAVING SOMALIA 
CURRENTLY. I TOLD HIM I HAD NO INFORMATION ON THIS 
SUBJECT. BUT THAT I WOULD QUERY WASHINGTON AND LET HIM 
KNOW. WAIYAKI OPINED THAT SOVIET WITHDRAWAL MIGHT 

BE MOTIVATED IN PART BY DESIRE TO REDUCE SOVIET PRESENCE 
PRIOR TO FORTHCOMING ARAB LEAGUE MEETING. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION WHICH I MIGHT PASS 
ON TO WAIYAKI ON BACKGROUND BASIS ASAP. 
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